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Leverage at the Speed of Light: Optical Fiber and Development Opportunities in Colombia

-RXVSHYGXMSR

C
SPSQFME�XSHE]�TVIWIRXW�E�WXEVOP]�HMJJIVIRX�TMGXYVI�JVSQ�XLI�[EV�XSVR�HVYK�VITYFPMG�XLEX�
KEMRIH�E�KPSFEP�VITYXEXMSR�MR�XLI�����´W�ERH���´W��7MRGI������IGSRSQMG�KVS[XL�LEW�

EZIVEKIH�SZIV���TIVGIRX�TIV�]IEV��ERH�XLI�GSYRXV]´W�TIV�GETMXE�MRGSQI�LEW�QSVI�XLER�HSYFPIH��
-R�E�REXMSR�SJ����QMPPMSR�TISTPI�����QMPPMSR�LEZI�IRXIVIH�ER�IQIVKMRK�QMHHPI�GPEWW�SZIV�XLEX�
PEWX�HIGEHI��ERH�SZIV�XLEX�WEQI�TIVMSH�JSVIMKR�MRZIWXQIRX�LEW�MRGVIEWIH�F]�����TIVGIRX��0EWX�
]IEV�'SPSQFMER�FSRHW�[IVI�TVSQSXIH�XS�±MRZIWXQIRX�KVEHI²�F]�EPP�XLVII�SJ�XLI�PEVKI�VEXMRK�
EKIRGMIW��IRWYVMRK�XLEX�XLMW�XVIRH�[MPP�GSRXMRYI�

'SPSQFME´W�IGSRSQMG�TIVJSVQERGI�SZIV�XLEX�PEWX�X[IPZI�]IEVW�LEW�FIIR�EGGSQTERMIH�F]�E�
XIGLRSPSKMGEP�VIZSPYXMSR��%W�MR�QYGL�SJ�XLI�[SVPH��QSFMPI�TLSRI�YWI�LEW�WGEPIH�XS�XLI�TSMRX�
XLEX�HIZMGIW�XLEX�[IVI�SRGI�I\GPYWMZI�RS[�SYXRYQFIV�TISTPI��E�����TIVGIRX�TIRIXVEXMSR�VEXI
��
3ZIV�XLMVX]�WM\�TIVGIRX�SJ�XLI�TSTYPEXMSR�YWIW�XLI�-RXIVRIX�

'SPSQFME´W�MQTVIWWMZI�IGSRSQMG�KVS[XL�ERH�MXW�VETMH�EHSTXMSR�SJ�XIGLRSPSK]�EVI�VIPEXIH��
2SX�SRP]�HSIW�MRGVIEWIH�MRGSQI�HVMZI�HIQERH�JSV�XIGLRSPSK]��FYX�WXYHMIW�LEZI�MHIRXM½IH�E�
GEYWEP�VIPEXMSRWLMT�FIX[IIR�XIGLRSPSK]�YWI�ERH�IGSRSQMG�KVS[XL��8IGLRSPSK]�JEGMPMXEXIW�EGGIWW�
XS�MRJSVQEXMSR��[LMGL�GER�FI�YWIH�XS�QEOI�FIXXIV�FYWMRIWW�HIGMWMSRW��QMXMKEXI�VMWOW��I\TIHMXI�
TVSGIWWIW��ERH�MQTVSZI�TVEGXMGIW��8LI�VIWYPX�MW�XLEX�E����TIVGIRX�MRGVIEWI�MR�XLI�WLEVI�SJ�
XLI�TSTYPEXMSR�XLEX�YWIW�SJ�MRJSVQEXMSR�ERH�GSQQYRMGEXMSRW�XIGLRSPSK]��-'8
�[MPP�MRGVIEWI�
IGSRSQMG�KVS[XL�FIX[IIR�����TIVGIRX�ERH�����TIVGIRX��'SRWIUYIRXP]��'SPSQFME´W�RI\YW�SJ�
economic and technology growth is a virtuous circle, and the government is actively taking 

WXITW�XS�IRWYVI�XLI�[LSPI�GSYRXV]�FIRI½XW�

1



-n 2010 the Colombian government, through its social 

XIPIGSQQYRMGEXMSRW�TVSKVEQ�'314%68)0��ER�MRMXMEXMZI�SJ�XLI�
-'8�1MRMWXV]
��PEYRGLIH�E�QEWWMZI�RI[�-'8�EKIRHE�GEPPIH�:MZI�
(MKMXEP��8LI�TVSKVEQ�[MPP�MRZIWX�������FMPPMSR�SJ�TYFPMG�JYRHW�ERH�[MPP�
PIZIVEKI��������FMPPMSR�SJ�TVMZEXI�WIGXSV�QSRI]�FIX[IIR������ERH�
������8LI�TVSKVEQ�LEW�XLVII�SZIVEPP�KSEPW�XLEX�[MPP�FI�EGLMIZIH�
XLVSYKL�E�WIVMIW�SJ�TVSNIGXW��HIWMKRIH�ERH�MQTPIQIRXIH�SR�E�]IEVP]�
FEWMW��8LI�XLVII�SZIVEPP�SFNIGXMZIW�SJ�:MZI�(MKMXEP�EVI�EW�JSPPS[W�

��� 'SRRIGX����TIVGIRX�SJ�EPP�LSYWILSPHW�ERH����TIVGIRX�SJ��
� EPP�171)W�MR�'SPSQFME�XS�XLI�-RXIVRIX��JVSQ�E������FEWI�
� SJ����TIVGIRX�ERH���TIVGIRX��VIWTIGXMZIP]
�
��� 'VIEXI�����QMPPMSR�RI[�-RXIVRIX�GSRRIGXMSRW��[MVIH�ERH�
� [MVIPIWW�
��� 1SVI�XLER�XVMTPI�XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�GSRRIGXIH�XS�ER�STXMGEP�½FIV�FEGOFSRI��XS�
� EGLMIZI����TIVGIRX�GSZIVEKI�EX�QYRMGMTEPMX]�PIZIP
��

;LIR�PEYRGLIH�MR�������:MZI�(MKMXEP�GSRWMWXIH�SJ�XLVII�TVSNIGXW��E�TYFPMG�TVMZEXI�TEVXRIVWLMT��444
�JSV�
XLI�I\XIRWMSR�SJ�XLI�REXMSREP�½FIV�STXMG�FEGOFSRI�F]��������OQ�XS�GSZIV�������SYX�SJ�'SPSQFME´W�������
QYRMGMTEPMXMIW��ER�IJJSVX�XS�TVSZMHI�GSRRIGXMZMX]�XS��������TYFPMG�MRWXMXYXMSRW�WYGL�EW�PMFVEVMIW��ERH�E�TYWL�
XS�TVSZMHI���������PS[�MRGSQI�YVFER�LSYWILSPHW�EGGIWW�XS�MR�LSQI�-RXIVRIX�JSV�����QSRXL��%PP�SJ�
XLIWI�TVSNIGXW�EVI�YRHIV�MQTPIQIRXEXMSR��QSWX�RSXEFP]�XLI�½FIV�FEGOFSRI��[LMGL�MW�FIMRK�GSRWXVYGXIH�
F]�XLI�7EPMREW�KVSYT�EX�E�GSWX�SJ�SZIV������QMPPMSR��ERH�[LMGL�[MPP�FI�STIVEXIH�EW�ER�STIR�EGGIWW�
RIX[SVO�JSV�XLI�[LSPI�GSYRXV]���

%HHMXMSREP�TVSNIGXW�LEZI�FIIR�HIZIPSTIH�JSV�XLI�WIGSRH�]IEV�SJ�:MZI�(MKMXEP��8LIWI�MRGPYHI�ER�IJJSVX�XS�
VIEGL�EPP�GSQQYRMXMIW�SJ�����TISTPI�SV�QSVI�[MXL�EX�PIEWX�SRI�TYFPMG�XIPIGIRXIV��XLI�'IRXVSW�4SFPEHSW�
MRMXMEXMZI
�ERH�SRI�XLEX�[MPP�MRWXEPP�����±8IGLRS�'IRXVSW²�MR�YVFER�EVIEW�GSRRIGXIH�XS�XLI�½FIV�FEGOFSRI��
8LI�8IGLRS�'IRXVSW�[MPP�MRGPYHI�������PETXSTW��LMKL�WTIIH�-RXIVRIX��VSSQ�JSV�KEXLIVMRKW��XVEMRMRK�GSYVWIW�
SR�GSQTYXMRK�ERH�-8�WOMPPW��FEWMG�WOMPPW�GSYVWIW�WYGL�EW�½RERGMEP�QEREKIQIRX��ERH�IZIR�SJJIV�KEQIW�XS�
YWIVW���%HHMXMSREPP]��XLI�KSZIVRQIRX�LEW�NYWX�MWWYIH�MXW�½VWX��+�PMGIRWI��XS�XLI�RIX[SVO�STIVEXSV�92)�

8LI�:MZI�(MKMXEP�TVSKVEQ�VITVIWIRXW�ER�I\XVIQIP]�ZEPYEFPI�IRXV]�TSMRX�JSV�97%-(�XS�LIPT�WLETI�XLI�
JYXYVI�SJ�XLI�-RXIVRIX�MR�'SPSQFME��-X�EPWS�TVSZMHIW�MQTSVXERX�STTSVXYRMXMIW�XS�PIZIVEKI�XIGLRSPSK]�XS�
WXVIRKXLIR�GYVVIRX�TVSKVEQQMRK��

+PSFEP�&VSEHFERH�ERH�-RRSZEXMSRW�4VSKVEQ

'SPSQFME´W�%GXMZMWX�-'8�4SPMG]��
:MZI�(MKMXEP
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&IGEYWI�:MZI�(MKMXEP�JSGYWIW�SR�YRHIVWIVZIH�VYVEP�GSQQYRMXMIW�MX�[MPP�FIRI½X�XLI�QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�[LIVI�
97%-(�JSGYWIW�QSWX�SJ�MXW�[SVO���9RHIV�XLMW�TVSKVEQ�����SJ�XLI����QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�TVMSVMXM^IH�F]�

97%-(�'SPSQFME�[MPP�FI�GSRRIGXIH�XS�XLI�REXMSREP�-RXIVRIX�FEGOFSRI�JSV�XLI�½VWX�XMQI��8LMW�[MPP�QIER�
XLEX�EX�XLI�GSQTPIXMSR�SJ�:MZI�(MKMXEP��SRP]���SJ�97%-(´W�TVMSVMX]�QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�[MPP�VIQEMR�YRGSRRIGXIH�
JVSQ�XIVVIWXVMEP�-RXIVRIX��4YIVXS�0IKYM^EQS�MR�4YXYQE]S�ERH�0E�1EGEVIRE�MR�1IXE
��8LI�JYPP�PMWX�SJ�
QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�XS�FI�GSRRIGXIH��ERH�HEXI�SJ�GSRRIGXMSR
�MW�EZEMPEFPI�MR�%RRI\����FYX�XLI�QETW�MR�½KYVI�
��FIPS[�KMZI�E�KSSH�SZIVZMI[�SJ�[LEX�:MZI�(MKMXEP�[MPP�HS�[MXL�STXMGEP�½FIV��ERH�LS[�MX�[MPP�FVMRK�
GSRRIGXMZMX]�XS�QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�XLEX�EVI�MQTSVXERX�JSV�WIGYVMX]�VIEWSRW��8LI�QETW�MRHMGEXI�GYVVIRX�½FIV�
FEGOFSRI�GSZIVEKI��PIJX
�ERH�EHHMXMSREP�GSZIVEKI�XS�FI�TVSZMHIH�F]�XLI�TVSNIGX��GIRXIV
��2SXI�XLEX�XLI�
QET�MR�XLI�GIRXIV�HSIW�RSX�TVIWIRX�GYQYPEXMZI�GSZIVEKI��8LI�QET�SR�XLI�VMKLX�WLS[W�LS[�4VIWMHIRX�
7ERXSW �́±'SQTVILIRWMZI�4SPMG]�SR�7IGYVMX]�ERH�(IJIRWI�JSV�4VSWTIVMX]²�VEROW�VIKMSRW�MR�'SPSQFME��
6IH�QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�EVI�XLSWI�[IVI�QMPMXEV]�
MRXIVZIRXMSR�MW�WXMPP�VIUYMVIH��]IPPS[�EVIEW�
EVI�^SRIW�[LIVI�QMPMXEV]�KEMRW�EVI�FIMRK�
consolidated by bringing in other state 

WIVZMGIW��ERH�KVIIR�^SRIW�EVI�TIEGIJYP�ERH�
WIGYVI���2SXI�LS[�XLI�:MZI�(MKMXEP�TVSKVEQ�
is bringing connectivity to many red and 

]IPPS[�^SRIW�

%W�E�GSRWIUYIRGI�SJ�:MZI�(MKMXEP��
97%-(�[MPP��JSV�XLI�½VWX�XMQI��FI�EFPI�XS�
PIZIVEKI�MRI\TIRWMZI��M�I��RSR�WEXIPPMXI
�
telecommunications to strengthen its work 

on alternative livelihoods, consolidation, 

IGSRSQMG�KVS[XL��ERH�WSGMEP�MRGPYWMSR�MR�XLI�ZEWX�QENSVMX]�SJ�MXW�KISKVETLMG�TVSNIGX�PSGEXMSRW��8LI�
TSWWMFMPMXMIW�EVI�I\XIRWMZI�

Economic Growth and Alternative Livelihoods
%W�QIRXMSRIH�IEVPMIV��RYQIVSYW�WXYHMIW�LEZI�GSR½VQIH�XLI�TSWMXMZI�IGSRSQMG�MQTEGX�SJ�FVSEHFERH�SR�
IGSRSQMG�KVS[XL�EX�XLI�QEGVS�PIZIP�i��*YVXLIV��XLI�KVS[XL�SFXEMRIH�JVSQ�FVSEHFERH�I\TERWMSR�GVIEXIW�
NSFW��*SV�I\EQTPI��MR�&VE^MP��FVSEHFERH�[EW�JSYRH�XS�EHH�YT�XS�����TIVGIRX�XS�XLI�IQTPS]QIRX�KVS[XL�
VEXI�ii��7S�FIJSVI�IRXIVMRK�ER]�HMWGYWWMSR�SJ�WTIGM½G�ETTPMGEXMSRW�MX�MW�MQTSVXERX�XS�YRHIVWXERH�XLEX�
TISTPI�[MPP�YWI�XLI�-RXIVRIX�JSV�XLIWI�TVSHYGXMZI�TYVTSWIW�[MXLSYX�FIMRK�GSEGLIH�SR�WTIGM½GW��,S[IZIV��
XEVKIXIH�TVSKVEQW�GER�QEOI�YWI�SJ�WTIGM½G�ETTPMGEXMSRW�EW�TEVX�SJ�E�ZEPYI�GLEMR�ETTVSEGL�XS�MQTVSZMRK�
XLI�IGSRSQMG�TIVJSVQERGI�SJ�E�WIGXSV�

*SV�I\EQTPI��[MXLMR�EKVMGYPXYVI�¯�E�OI]�JSGYW�SJ�EPXIVREXMZI�PMZIPMLSSH�WXVEXIKMIW���XLIVI�EVI�WTIGM½G�
ETTPMGEXMSRW�EMQIH�XS�LIPT�WSYVGI�MRTYXW��MQTVSZI�TVEGXMGIW��QMXMKEXI�½RERGMEP�VMWO��JEGMPMXEXI�QEVOIXMRK�
EX�FSXL�XLI�[LSPIWEPI�ERH�VIXEMP�PIZIP��ERH�EPPS[�E�TVSHYGX�XS�FI�XVEGIH�JVSQ�SVMKMR�XS�GSRWYQTXMSR��
%�RYQFIV�SJ�XLIWI�LEZI�FIIR�YWIH�F]�97%-(�XLVSYKLSYX�XLI�[SVPH�[MXL�QYGL�WYGGIWW��*SV�I\EQTPI��
97%-(�)EWX�%JVMGE�WYGGIWWJYPP]�YWIH�7YWXEMREFPI�,EVZIWX´W�±6IPEXMSRWLMT�-RJSVQEXMSR�8VEGOMRK�7]WXIQ²�XS�
M� ;SVPH�&ERO������
��1G/IR^MI�ERH�'S��MR�&YXXOIVIMX�IX�EP�������

ii� ;SVH�&ERO´W�&VSEHFERH�7XVEXIKMIW�,ERHFSSO������

0IZIVEKI�3TTSVXYRMXMIW�
JSV�97%-(

*MKYVI���¯�8LI�6IEGL�SJ�STXMGEP�½FIV�MR�TVI�:MZI�(MKMXEP�'SPSQFME��RI[�
EVIEW�XS�[LMGL�:MZI�(MKMXEP�[MPP�I\TERH�½FIV�EGGIWW��ERH�XLI�WIGYVMX]�
situation in Colombia
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TVSZMHI�WSYVGI�MRJSVQEXMSR�SR�I\TSVXIH�/IR]ER�GSJJII��EPPS[MRK�MX�XS�GSQQERH�E�TVMGI�TVIQMYQ�MR�XLI�
MRXIVREXMSREP�QEVOIX�
*YVXLIV��EGGIWW�XS�XLI�-RXIVRIX�[MPP�EPPS[�VIWMHIRXW�SJ�VYVEP�VIKMSRW�SJ�'SPSQFME�XS�PIEVR�WOMPPW�RIGIWWEV]�
XS�IRXIV�XLI�HMKMXEP�[SVOJSVGI��;MXL�JEWX�-RXIVRIX�EGGIWW��ERH�'314%68)0�JYRHIH�GSQTYXIV�PEFW�MR�
schools and in public telecenters, the opportunity exists to train rural residents, especially youth, in skills 

XLEX�[MPP�EPPS[�XLIQ�XS�[SVO�MR�XLI�ORS[PIHKI�IGSRSQ]��E�TS[IVJYP�HVE[�E[E]�JVSQ�MPPMGMX�EGXMZMXMIW�

ICT for Health and Education
7SGMEP�MRGPYWMSR�MW�ER�MQTSVXERX�GSQTSRIRX�SJ�'SRWSPMHEXMSR��ERH�IUYEP�EGGIWW�XS�FSXL�LIEPXL�GEVI�ERH�
IHYGEXMSREP�STTSVXYRMXMIW�MW�OI]�XS�[IEZMRK�ER�IJJIGXMZI�WSGMEP�JEFVMG��4YFPMG�WIVZMGI�HIPMZIV]�LEW�EP[E]W�
FIIR�HMJ½GYPX�MR�VIQSXI�VYVEP�EVIEW��ERH�QSFMPI�GSQQYRMGEXMSRW�ERH�-RXIVRIX�EGGIWW�EVI�RS[�TSMWIH�XS�
IEWI�QER]�SJ�XLI�FYVHIRW�SJ�HSMRK�WS�

-R�LIEPXL�GEVI�TVSZMWMSR��E�GSRWXERX�TVSFPIQ�MR�XLI�HIZIPSTMRK�[SVPH�MW�XLI�WLSVXEKI�SJ�EZEMPEFPI�HSGXSVW��
ERH�XLIMV�GSRGIRXVEXMSR�MR�GMXMIW��1SFMPI�XIGLRSPSKMIW��WYGL�EW�±1SFMPI1IHMG²�EPPS[�TEXMIRXW�MR�VYVEP�EVIEW�
XS�MRXIVEGX�[MXL��ERH�VIGIMZI�HMEKRSWIW�JVSQ��HSGXSVW�MR�YVFER�EVIEW�EX�QMRMQEP�GSWX�XS�XLIQ��8LIWI�
MRXIVEGXMSRW�GER�LIPT�XLI�TEXMIRX�HIGMHI�MJ�XLI�GSWXP]�XVMT�XS�E�RIEVF]�GMX]�XS�WII�E�HSGXSV�MR�TIVWSR�ERH�
VIGIMZI�XVIEXQIRX�MW�[SVXL�MX���*YVXLIV��QSFMPI�XIPITLSR]�GER�WTVIEH�MRJSVQEXMSR�EFSYX�TVSTIV�LIEPXL�
GEVI�TVSGIHYVIW��GSQFEXXMRK�VYQSV�ERH�IRHMRK�XVEHMXMSREP�TVEGXMGIW�XLEX�GSYPH�MR�JEGX�FI�LEVQJYP��

-R�IHYGEXMSR��XI\XFSSOW��SRGI�E�WGEVGI�GSQQSHMX]��GER�RS[�FI�FIEQIH�XS�IPIGXVSRMG�HIZMGIW�MR�
GPEWWVSSQW��-R�TSSV�EVIEW�[LIVI�½IPH�XVMTW�[IVI�SRGI�MQTSWWMFPI��XLI]�GER�RS[�FI�HSRI�ZMVXYEPP]���-J�
XIEGLIV�EFWIRXIIMWQ�MW�E�TVSFPIQ��XLI]�GER�FI�JSVGIH�XS�XI\X�E�XMQI�WXEQTIH�TLSXS�SJ�XLIQWIPZIW�[MXL�
XLIMV�WXYHIRXW�XS�E�GIRXVEP�EHQMRMWXVEXMZI�SJ½GI�IZIV]�HE]�MR�SVHIV�XS�VIGIMZI�E�TE]GLIGO��XLMW�LEW�TVSZIH�
IWTIGMEPP]�IJJIGXMZI�MR�-RHME
��-R�WLSVX��HMKMXEP�XSSPW�EZEMPEFPI�SZIV�XLI�-RXIVRIX�SV�QSFMPI�RIX[SVOW�GER�LIPT�
PIZIP�XLI�IHYGEXMSREP�TPE]MRK�½IPH�FIX[IIR�VIPEXMZIP]�VMGL�YVFER�WXYHIRXW�ERH�XLSWI�MR�TSSVIV�VYVEP�EVIEW�

ICT for Peace 
:MSPIRGI�TVIZIRXMSR�ERH�GSR¾MGX�EZSMHERGI�EVI�SXLIV�TVSKVEQQEXMG�XLIQIW�XLEX�HMKMXEP�XIGLRSPSK]�
GER�WXVIRKXLIR��4IVTIXYEXSVW�SJ�ZMSPIRGI�GER�FI�XVEGOIH�ZME�GVS[H�WSYVGIH�QET[EVI��ERH�GMXM^IRW�GER�
XEOI�ETTVSTVMEXI�EGXMSR�EJXIV�VIGIMZMRK�QIWWEKIW�JVSQ�E�GSR¾MGX�IEVP]�[EVRMRK�W]WXIQ��*YVXLIV��ZMSPIRX�
FILEZMSV�GER�FI�GYVFIH�XLVSYKL�-'8�IREFPIH�FILEZMSV�GLERKI�GEQTEMKRW��VYQSVW�XLEX�GSYPH�TIVTIXYEXI�
TVIIQTXMZI�ZMSPIRX�EGXMSR�GER�FI�UYEWLIH��ERH�HMEPSKYI�JSVYQW�GER�FI�QSVI�IEWMP]�WYWXEMRIH��4IVLETW�
XLI�QSWX�JEQSYW�I\EQTPI�SJ�GVS[H�WSYVGIH�ZMSPIRGI�XVEGOMRK�MW�9WLELMHM��QIERMRK�±XIWXMQSR]²�MR�
7[ELMPM��E�QSFMPI�TLSRI�ETTPMGEXMSR�XLEX�EPPS[IH�YWIVW�XS�VITSVX�MRGMHIRXW�MR�/IR]E�HYVMRK�XLI�TSWX�
IPIGXMSR�ZMSPIRGI�XLIVI�MR�IEVP]�������8LI�VITSVXW��MJ�GSVVSFSVEXIH�F]�QYPXMTPI�QIWWEKIW��[IVI�QETTIH�
MR�ER�EGGIWWMFPI�[E]�XLEX�[EW�YWIH�F]�FSXL�XLI�TSPMGI��XS�XEVKIX�VIWSYVGIW��ERH�F]�XLI�GMXM^IRV]��XS�IMXLIV�
JIIP�EWWYVIH�XLEX�XLI�ZMSPIRGI�[EW�JEV�JVSQ�XLIQ�SV�XS�ORS[�[LIR�XS�PIEZI�ER�EVIE�

-R�'SPSQFME��GVS[H�WSYVGIH�[EVRMRKW�SJ�ZMSPIRGI�GSYPH�FI�YWIH�XS�IJJIGXMZIP]�QEVWLEP�HIJIRWI�
VIWSYVGIW��7EJIX]�GEQTEMKRW�GSYPH�FI�VYR�SR�QSFMPI�TLSRIW�XS�XVEMR�TISTPI�MR�LS[�XS�VITSVX�ER�EXXEGO�
SV�SR�LS[�XS�KMZI�½VWX�EMH�XS�ZMGXMQW��'SQQYRMX]�VIWTSRWI�KVSYTW�GSYPH�FI�FIXXIV�GSSVHMREXIH�XLVSYKL�
XLI�YWI�SJ�HMKMXEP�XSSPW��0ERH�VIGSVHW�GSYPH�FI�HMKMXM^IH��ERH�GSR¾MGX�SZIV�YWEKI�VMKLXW�GSYPH�FI�FIXXIV�
QIHMEXIH�ERH�QSVI�UYMGOP]�VIWSPZIH��%PP�SJ�XLIWI�YWIW�SJ�-'8�[SYPH�GSRXVMFYXI�XS�KVIEXIV�GSQQYRMX]�
GSR½HIRGI�ERH�MRGVIEWI�XLIMV�MRZIWXQIRX�MR�TVSHYGXMZI�EWWIXW��IRLERGMRK�XLIMV�IGSRSQMG�TVSWTIGXW�ERH�
MQTVSZMRK�GSRWSPMHEXMSR�ERH�±EPXIVREXMZI�PMZIPMLSSHW²�SYXGSQIW�
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U
7%-(�;EWLMRKXSR��XLSYKL�XLI�)+%8�&YVIEY´W�
+PSFEP�&VSEHFERH�ERH�-RRSZEXMSRW��+&-
�TVSKVEQ��

LEW�WMKRIH�ER�EKVIIQIRX�[MXL�'314%68)0�XS�
TVSZMHI�XIGLRMGEP�EWWMWXERGI�SR�VYVEP�GSRRIGXMZMX]��
8LI�GSSTIVEXMSR�[MPP�JSGYW�SR�LIPTMRK�'314%68)0�
understand the telecommunications market in 

Colombia, and use that understanding to tailor their 

VYVEP�GSRRIGXMZMX]�WXVEXIK]��7TIGM½G�EVIEW�SJ�JSGYW�[MPP�
MRGPYHI�XLI�JSPPS[MRK�

Evaluating local connectivity infrastructure options in 
rural areas 
'YVVIRX�XLMROMRK�MR�XLI�-'8�QMRMWXV]�MW�XLEX�SRGI�
QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�EVI�GSRRIGXIH�XS�XLI�½FIV�FEGOFSRI�XLI�PSGEP�HMWXVMFYXMSR�SJ�GSRRIGXMZMX]�[MPP�FI�LERHPIH�
F]�E�[MPPMRK�TVMZEXI�GSQTER]��8LI]�[MPP�IMXLIV�FYMPH�XS[IVW�GETEFPI�SJJIVMRK�QSFMPI�-RXIVRIX��MRWXEPP�GEFPI�
XS�TISTPI´W�LSQIW��SV�KS�WS�JEV�EW�XS�JSPPS[�XLI�±½FIV�XS�XLI�LSQI²�QSHIP�TMSRIIVIH�SR�XLI�MWPERH�SJ�
7ER�%RHVIW��IUYMZEPIRX�XS�:IVM^SR�*M37�MR�XLI�97
��'SRWIUYIRXP]��XLI�:MZI�(MKMXEP�TPER�HSIW�RSX�MRGPYHI�E�
GSQTSRIRX�XLEX�[MPP�JEGMPMXEXI�XLI�GSRWXVYGXMSR�SJ��+�ERH��+�GIPPYPEV�XS[IVW�MR�VYVEP�EVIEW��SV�SXLIV[MWI�
WYTTSVX�XLI�TVSZMWMSR�SJ�MR�LSQI�GSRRIGXMZMX]���+&-�[MPP�[SVO�[MXL�'314%68)0�XS�VI�IZEPYEXI�XLMW�
assumption, given compelling data that suggests their current strategy, which relies solely on building 

HIQERH��[MPP�RSX�FI�IRSYKL�XS�GVIEXI�E�ZMEFPI�QEVOIX�JSV�TVMZEXI�WIVZMGI�TVSZMHIVW��8LI�GVIEXMSR�SJ�E�
YRMZIVWEP�WIVZMGI�VIKMQI�XLEX�WYTTSVXW�QSFMPI�-RXIVRIX�I\TERWMSR�GSYPH�FI�E�QENSV�PIEZI�FILMRH�SJ�
97%-(�MRZSPZIQIRX�

Facilitating demand for ICT services 
%JXIV�TVSZMHMRK�½FIV�GSRRIGXMZMX]�XS�VYVEP�EVIEW��'314%68)0�[MPP�QEOI�E�QENSV�TYWL�XS�HVMZI�
HIQERH�JSV�-RXIVRIX�WIVZMGIW�MR�RI[P]�GSRRIGXIH�QYRMGMTEPMXMIW��8LI]�[MPP�TVSZMHI�XIPIGIRXIVW�XLVSYKL�
XLI�'IRXVSW�4SFPEHSW�TVSKVEQ�XLEX�[MPP�SJJIV�WOMPP�FYMPHMRK�GSYVWIW�ERH�TVSZMHI�GMXM^IRW�[MXL�E�PS[�
GSWX�STTSVXYRMX]�XS�XV]�XLI�-RXIVRIX��*YVXLIV��XLI]�[MPP�GSRRIGX�XLSYWERHW�SJ�WGLSSPW�ERH�WYTTSVX�E�
GYVVMGYPYQ�XLEX�XVEMRW�WXYHIRXW�MR�LS[�XS�YWI�-'8W��8LI�IJJIGXMZIRIWW�SJ�XLIWI�MRXIVZIRXMSRW�RIIHW�XS�FI�
QIEWYVIH��%PWS��SXLIV�STXMSRW�VIQEMR�SR�XLI�XEFPI�ERH�GSYPH�TSXIRXMEPP]�FI�MQTPIQIRXIH��8LIWI�MRGPYHI�
SJJIVMRK�SRPMRI�XSSPW�XLEX�EPPS[�TISTPI��ERH�IWTIGMEPP]�PSGEP�FYWMRIWWIW��XS�MRXIVEGX�[MXL�XLI�QYRMGMTEP�
KSZIVRQIRX�MR�E�[E]�XLEX�MQTVSZIW�IJ½GMIRG]��%RSXLIV�TSPMG]�STXMSR��ERH�SRI�XLEX�RIIHW�XS�FI�IZEPYEXIH�
JSV�WYWXEMREFMPMX]��MW�XS�WYFWMHM^I�HIZMGI�S[RIVWLMT��3XLIV�STXMSRW�MRGPYHI�TYFPMG�VIPEXMSRW�IJJSVXW�XS�
IRWYVI�FYWMRIWWIW�YRHIVWXERH�XLEX�XLIMV�MRJSVQEXMSR�MW�WEJI�ERH�WIGYVI�[LIR�WXSVIH�SRPMRI��SV�IJJSVXW�
XS�[SVO�[MXL�PSGEP�XIGLRSPSK]�IRXVITVIRIYVW�XS�IRGSYVEKI�XLI�GVIEXMSR�SJ�ETTPMGEXMSRW�ERH�GSRXIRX�
XLEX�GSYPH�FI�YWIJYP�JSV�XLI�TSTYPEXMSRW�SJ�VYVEP�EVIEW���+&-�[MPP�[SVO�[MXL�'314%68)0�XS�HI½RI�ERH�
IZEPYEXI�XLMW�TVSKVEQ�SJ�HIQERH�JEGMPMXEXMSR�

(I½RMRK�'314%68)0́W�VSPI�TSWX�:MZI�(MKMXEP
%W�ER�I\XIRWMSR�SJ�SYV�[SVO�SR�HIQERH�JEGMPMXEXMSR��+&-�[MPP�TVSZMHI�GSRWYPXMRK�WIVZMGIW�XS�
'314%68)0�EMQIH�EX�GVIEXMRK�E�WXVEXIKMG�TPER�XS�XEOI�IJJIGX�SRGI�MXW�¾EKWLMT�GSRRIGXMZMX]�I\TERWMSR�
TVSKVEQ�MW�GSQTPIXIH�MR��������

'YVVIRX�97%-(�;EWLMRKXSR�
)RKEKIQIRX�[MXL�'314%68)0

�

.SREXLER�1EPEKzR��')3�SJ�'314%68)0��WTIEOW�EX�
WXEOILSPHIVW �́QIIXMRK�MR�*IFVYEV]������
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+MZIR�XLEX�XLI�'SPSQFMER�KSZIVRQIRX´W�TVSKVEQ�SJ�GSRRIGXMZMX]�I\TERWMSR�TVIWIRXW�97%-(�[MXL�E�
YRMUYI�STTSVXYRMX]�XS�PIZIVEKI�XIPIGSQQYRMGEXMSRW�JSV�HIZIPSTQIRX�TYVTSWIW��ERH�XLEX�+&-�SJJIVW�

97%-(�'SPSQFME�E�ZEPYEFPI�TSMRX�SJ�IRXV]�MRXS�XLI�TVSKVEQ��XLI�RI\X�UYIWXMSR�WLSYPH�FI�±LS[�XS�
TVSGIIH�²�8LIVI�EVI�X[S�JVSRXW�SR�[LMGL�97%-(�'SPSQFME�WLSYPH�GSRWMHIV�TYWLMRK�

Rural Access
*MVWX��EPXLSYKL�'314%68)0�MW�TVSZMHMRK�½FIV�GSRRIGXMZMX]�XS�QYRMGMTEPMXMIW�ERH�MW�FYMPHMRK�GSQTYXIV�
PEFW�MR�XIPIGIRXIVW�ERH�WGLSSPW��[SVO�VIQEMRW�XS�FI�HSRI�XS�IRWYVI�XLEX�EPP�GMXM^IRW�SJ�E�QYRMGMTEPMX]�LEZI�
EJJSVHEFPI�EGGIWW�XS�XLI�-RXIVRIX��8LIVI�EVI�GIVXEMR�EVIEW�[LIVI�XLI�TVMZEXI�WIGXSV�[MPP�EPQSWX�GIVXEMRP]�
RSX�FI�[MPPMRK�XS�TVSZMHI�XIPIGSQQYRMGEXMSRW�MRJVEWXVYGXYVI��XLI]�EVI�WMQTP]�XSS�VIQSXI��

%�QSFMPI�RIX[SVO�STIVEXSV´W�TVS½XW�JVSQ�FYMPHMRK�ER�EHHMXMSREP��+��+�XS[IV�EVI�E�JYRGXMSR�SJ�XLI�
[IEPXL�ERH�WM^I�SJ�XLI�TSTYPEXMSR�[MXLMR�VERKI�SJ�XLI�XS[IV��EW�[IPP�EW�XLI�GSWX�SJ�TVSZMHMRK�XLEX�
MRJVEWXVYGXYVI��'SRWIUYIRXP]��MX�MW�IEWMIV�JSV�XLIQ�XS�TVSZMHI�WIVZMGI�MR�TSTYPEXMSR�GIRXIVW��ERH�VYVEP�
EVIEW�VIQEMR�YRHIVWIVZIH��%W�'314%68)0�TVSZMHIW�½FIV�EGGIWW�MR�QYRMGMTEPMXMIW��XLI�GSWX�SJ�TVSZMHMRK�
WIVZMGI�MR�XLIWI�EVIEW�[MPP�JEPP��&YX�JYVXLIV�GSWX�WEZMRKW�[MPP�WXMPP�FI�VIUYMVIH�MR�SVHIV�XS�TVS½XEFP]�
SJJIV�FVSEHFERH�WIVZMGIW�XS�XLI�QSWX�VIQSXI�TSTYPEXMSRW��8LI�QENSV�TSMRXW�SJ�TSWWMFPI�GSWX�WEZMRKW�
EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�TVSZMHMRK�WIVZMGI�MR�VIQSXI�EVIEW�EVI�IPIGXVMGMX]�JSV�XS[IV�STIVEXMSR�ERH�XLI�GSWX�SJ�XLI�
MRJVEWXVYGXYVI�MXWIPJ�

8LI�XIGLRSPSK]�I\MWXW�XS�WMKRM½GERXP]�PS[IV�GSWXW�MR�XLIWI�EVIEW��&EWI�WXEXMSRW�STIVEXMRK�±WQEPP�GIPPW²�GER�
FI�TVSGYVIH�JSV����TIVGIRX�SJ�XLI�GSWX�SJ�E�XVEHMXMSREP�GIPP�TLSRI�JEGMPMX]��ERH�XLI]�HVE[�WMKRM½GERXP]�
PIWW�TS[IV��'SRWIUYIRXP]��XLI]�GER�FI�STIVEXIH�[MXL�E�WQEPP�WSPEV�EVVE]�SV�E�L]FVMH�TS[IV�WYTTP]��ERH�
STIVEXMSREP�GSWXW�EVI�VIHYGIH�XS�E�JVEGXMSR�SJ�[LEX�XLI]�[SYPH�FI�SXLIV[MWI��9WMRK�WQEPP�GIPP�XIGLRSPSK]��
MX�MW�TVS½XEFPI�JSV�ER�STIVEXSV�XS�MRWXEPP�WIVZMGI�MR�ER�MWSPEXIH�VYVEP�ZMPPEKI�[LIVI�MRLEFMXERXW�GER�TE]�EW�
PMXXPI�EW����TIV�QSRXL�JSV�EGGIWW��E�TVMGI�[LMGL�QER]�WXYHMIW�LEZI�WLS[R�MW�[MXLMR�XLI�[MPPMRKRIWW�XS�TE]�
SJ�XLSWI�PMZMRK�SR����HE]��

8LIVI�MW�VSSQ�JSV�97%-(�XS�[SVO�[MXL�XLI�TVMZEXI�WIGXSV�XS�TVSZI�XLI�±WQEPP�GIPP²�FYWMRIWW�QSHIP�
ERH�TEZI�XLI�[E]�JSV�I\TERHIH�RIX[SVO�EGGIWW�MR�VYVEP�EVIEW��4MPSX�HITPS]QIRXW�GSYPH�FI�QEHI�MR�
GSRWSPMHEXMSR�^SRIW�WS�XLEX�XLI�FIRI½XW�SJ�-'8�EGGIWW�JSV�EPXIVREXMZI�PMZIPMLSSHW�ERH�WSGMEP�MRGPYWMSR�
GSYPH�EPWS�FI�XIWXIH���-J�WYGGIWWJYP��-'8�EGGIWW�ERH�-'8�TVSNIGXW�GSYPH�FI�WGEPIH�XS�EPP����municipios 
WYFNIGX�XS�97%-(�MRXIVZIRXMSR�

Demand Facilitation
8LIVI�MW�QYGL�VSSQ�JSV�97%-(�'SPSQFME�XS�WYTTSVX�HIQERH�JEGMPMXEXMSR�F]�MRGSVTSVEXMRK�-'8�XSSPW�MR�
MXW�HIZIPSTQIRX�TVSNIGXW��8LMW�GSYPH�FI�HSRI�MR�IHYGEXMSR��LIEPXL��EKVMGYPXYVI��SV�WIGYVMX]��EQSRK�SXLIV�
WIGXSVW��*SV�I\EQTPI��%PXIVREXMZI�0MZIPMLSSH�TVSNIGXW�GSYPH�MRGPYHI�E�JYRH�XS�WYTTSVX�XLI�GVIEXMSR�SJ�-'8�
ETTPMGEXMSR�ERH�WIVZMGIW�XLEX�TVSQSXI�JEVQMRK��3V�XLI]�GSYPH�[SVO�XS�FYMPH�-'8�WOMPPW�MR�]SYRK�TISTPI�
XS�MQTVSZI�XLIMV�IQTPS]EFMPMX]��8LIWI�STXMSRW�[SYPH�EPPS[�97%-(�XS�GVIEXI�TVSKVEQQMRK�XLEX�FIRI½XW�
JVSQ�GSRRIGXMZMX]��FYX�EPWS�MRGVIEWIW�XLI�YWI�SJ�-'8��[LMGL�MXWIPJ�GVIEXIW�E�ZMVXYSYW�GMVGPI�SJ�MRGVIEWMRK�
IGSRSQMG�KVS[XL�

Next Steps

+PSFEP�&VSEHFERH�ERH�-RRSZEXMSRW�4VSKVEQ�



Leverage at the Speed of Light: Optical Fiber and Development Opportunities in Colombia

97%-(�'SPSQFME��MR�EHHMXMSR�XS�WYTTSVXMRK�
demand indirectly through sectoral programs, 

could do so directly, by working with local 

KSZIVRQIRXW�SV�PSGEP�½VQW�ERH�2+3W�XS�
HIZIPST�GSRXIRX�XLEX�PMROW�XLIQ�XS�GPMIRXW���
Additional options include creating school 

-RXIVRIX�TVSKVEQW�ERH�FYMPHMRK�IJJIGXMZI�EHYPX�
HMKMXEP�PMXIVEG]�GYVVMGYPE�MR�GSQQYRMX]�XIPIGIRXIVW��
8LIWI�IJJSVXW�[SYPH�WXVIRKXLIR�WSGMEP�MRGPYWMSR�
ERH�IRLERGI�IJJSVXW�QEHI�MR�HIZIPSTMRK�
EPXIVREXMZI�PMZIPMLSSHW��

Summary
'314%68)0́W�EGXMZI��ERH�I\XVIQIP]�IJJIGXMZI��
TSPMG]�SJ�-'8�I\TERWMSR�¯�SRI�SJ�XLI�PEVKIWX�ERH�
QSWX�WYGGIWWJYP�MR�XLI�IRXMVI�[SVPH���TVSZMHIW�
E�ZIV]�WXVSRK�PIZIVEKI�STTSVXYRMX]�JSV�97%-(�'SPSQFME��8LI�WXEXI�SJ�XLI�-RXIVRIX�MR�VYVEP�EVIEW�SJ�
XLI�GSYRXV]�MW�WIX�XS�GLERKI�HVEQEXMGEPP]�MR�XLI�RI\X�X[S�]IEVW��&]�[SVOMRK�XS�MRGPYHI�-'8W�MR�VYVEP�
TVSKVEQQMRK�97%-(�'SPSQFME�[MPP�LIPT�'314%68)0�GVIEXI�HIQERH�JSV�XLIWI�RI[�-RXIVRIX�WIVZMGIW��
8LMW�[MPP�MRGVIEWI�XLI�WM^I�SJ�XLI�RIX[SVO�MR�XLI�GSYRXV]��ERH�LIPT�EPPS[�XIPIGSQQYRMGEXMSRW�½VQW�XS�
FYMPH�QSVI�MRJVEWXVYGXYVI�MR�VYVEP�EVIEW��-R�WLSVX��MX�[MPP�GVIEXI�E�ZMVXYSYW�GMVGPI�SJ�IGSRSQMG�KVS[XL�ERH�
XIGLRSPSK]�YWI�XLEX�[MPP�LIPT�'SPSQFME�QIIX�MXW�HIZIPSTQIRX�KSEPW�

�

'LMPHVIR�JVSQ�VIQSXI�EVIEW�SJ�XLI�GSYRXV]�FIRI½XMRK�JVSQ�XLI�
:MZI�(MKMXEP�TVSNIGX�

4LSXS��1MRMWXIVMS�8-'�'SPSQFME



Annexes

Annex 1 – Data on Priority Municipalities
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Annex 2 – Location of Priority Municipalities in Colombia

9



U.S. Agency for International Development
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20523
Tel: (202) 712-0000
Fax: (202) 216-3524
www.usaid.gov


	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Colombia’s Activitst ICT Policy - Vive Digital
	Economic Growth and Alternative Livelihoods

	Leverage Opportunities for USAID
	ICT for Health and Education
	ICT for Peace 

	Current USAID/Washington Engagement with COMPARTEL
	Evaluating local connectivity infrastructure options in rural areas 
	Facilitating demand for ICT services 
	Defining COMPARTEL’s role post-Vive Digital

	Next Steps
	Rural Access
	Demand Facilitation
	Summary

	Annexes
	Annex 1 – Data on Priority Municipalities
	Annex 2 – Location of Priority Municipalities in Colombia


